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HEADLUART™RS FIRST BATTALION
S37TH INFANTRY

ing General, Fifrtn Army,
64, U. 2, Army, (Thry Channels)

's Under the provisions of Circular Number $35. War B
recommended that Uonmy "A", 337th I s WP I—'Bplr'tmgt. 1045,

nfentry be oited {
Orders for outstanding accomplishme i ¢ ¢ in War Department

‘ nt in combat during th
bor 1944 to 27 October 1944, near Hil) 421, Mg, Hifzu;g' I:nll);ind

2, On 28 October 1944, the First Battalio
agh the Third Battalion, 251st Infentry at Mt, CALDERARO Italy end stts
; _ ’ ' RUteck
e 13, which was Mt, NEZZANO, Italy, a distance of about 2000 yards from
Battalion's precent position, The First Battalion noved out in &
 of Companies, Company "A" leadiny followed by Companies "B" and "C", The
that the Battalion had to take was under observation and intensive artillery
&Clﬁl enemy who held all the commandins pround on both flanks end alse to
ont, Shortly after Compsny "A" bepan its push forward they came under one
most intense barrsges thet they had ever experienced, The Company Comsander
oly realizing that all approsches wers covered and that forward movement
ylight was impossible and would lead to complete annihilation, he quickly
up the situation and reported to the Battalion C,0,, who directes the
n to withdraw behind the ridge and make plans for a night atteack, This
iﬁ the leaders of the Companies went forward to reconnoiter for routes

Io that the Battalion coul’ resch the odjective safely under the
J\m.'. o = i S~ <

0 received orders to passg

"4, A
hour set forsthe attack was 2000 hours and the Battalion moved off
led time. After resching a point approximately 700 yards short of
~the Battalion came under intensive small arms fire and mortar fire
rd movement was halted Immediately recomnaissance patrols were sent
rate chegk of all surrfounding terrain they brought back valuable
the r mﬁ‘ﬁ; i48 ‘shoulders were mined and that the e
‘glpﬂ “ih f!}ﬁhl‘ind also occupied s small town
donw rto 0, RAVINE and organized an all a
'"”int_citn.-‘ﬁﬁ!'hd'o, becauge of daylight approachi
| up and make reconnaissance patrols for differe ppoles
These patrols were sent out and foud/m outes a

vy

5y the previous unsuccessful attempt, the _
urs , 5‘!& grim determination not /5 be tu
o took them through draws and defi}ss ¢
..,_L,.;:: = .
ISR
! ;"'-J“
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lery fire, but their sadvance wes not
‘ stopped, At 0
' 25 Ogtober 1044, Company "A" attaoked their portion of thﬁ.oohth' woraing
; &n he power and aggressivness that characterizes the ¢4 h:hlion objective

~ Army. They were lk:l;ly followed by Company "C" who atteocked gbjingikmarloln
5 he rigl te Company "B" had another mission to atteck IL 206010 I:. 1" 1% from
) ‘I” . rear of objective 13 (Ht-. NEZZANO, It.]_y). in CO“"I‘!I}' “K; " Ityht; :h.
Fos, m in driving & determined, ruthless enemy from his well ores i od v’
o Enm 15 men and cepturing 20, The remainder of the Battalion wf.n‘;o position,
ol their missions. After this highly importent objestive had been t-ku;o N
o i W Mom Was organized over an area much too larere for a Battall gy
! Sl l’_‘ position was on the exposed left flank, snd there? e g Company
R th » erefore was in much danger
-l m ¥ “ he only unit on their left, wag out off by a 1..1,50 one S »
| ocoupied Hill 444, to the left rear of Company "A'a" position, mgonpt\ W v
. the right rear of Company "C" was also ocut off by en enemy force at l&nii‘m o ;

- IAT0, This left Compeny "A" and "O" tica ey

L% ny practically aleone on this important objective

oy The terrain feature which the Battalion held was the last commanding ground hs"crc.
o e w m VALLEY and was very important to the enemy, because from this pouitio:] a0
. bad observation on our lines up to a distance of four (4) =miles,

it
4+
W
-
e
4

AR Shortly after Company "A" had completed their defensive position the
LR my lsunched & small sounterattack, and after a few minutes of fighting were
. repe led, Two hours later the enemy again struck baok at Company "P-"', this time
L _'_I._fh’:n larger foroe and only after receiving severe casualties did he withdraw,
"ip",.a h‘ilt.ly following this atteck the enemy started placing heavy mortars and
'~ artillery fire on Company "A's" position, inflicting several casuelties on the
men of Company "A", Again not to be out done the enemy attacked & third time but
‘the gallant men of Company "A" stemmed the foe, causing many casuslties and driving
o away, Bhortly after this, & hoavy fog engulfed the positions held by
Compar A", It wae so dense that the men could nct see ovaer ten (10) feet from
m" positions., The already fatigued men of Company "A" realized their peril
m remsined on the alert throughout the entire night, The night passod without

L i:"w gounterattack but with intensive artillery and mortar fire, causing more
g Rl 1ties in Company A", The tempo of the enemy artillery and morter fire

ereansed with every passing hour.

- On the night of 25 Ootober 1944, Company "K" came into & position
Compsnies "B" and "C", but they were still to the rear of the obj

rww to move if needed,

The dawn of 26 October 1944 brought only heavier fog
position that morning.

m made no attempt at Company "Atg"
e intense, more devastating barrage than ever before ws laid g A
position, After thirty (30) minutes of this the barrage 1ifted only to

811 end @ ohos leading up to Company "A's" position go that ho one
""-‘.“- e some o their aid, Compamy "K* was completely out wd ¢ P

o remain in position during the emtire attack. Company ‘;Q ey 4

iving & oountersttack by an enemy force so they il v

g ") m.
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and moye artillerye
AY 1415 hours




 the terrific fighting,

N i.zﬁal,

memy foroe estimated to be one Battalion attaocked Company "A"
'. Muhl from the left flank, which was exposed, and o;o

from the front, Due to the density of the fog 1t was fupossible
- rmuvo fire to be placed out in time to repel the enemy

~on the first platoon's Positicn, proteoting the lert flank
ded in fierce hand to hend fichting with knives end bayonets,
toon of Company "A" with attachments from Company "D" fought gellantly
e overwhelming strength of the onemy they were fimally overpowered
& onsualty toll on the enemy of 25 killed and 10 wounded, The

latoon and its attachments, with the exception of two (2) men were
_j{:'mod And the enemy drove on to the remtinder of the Company,
'-P d dead and when the enemy’s attention was drawn to ano ther
}ﬁ.y orawled back to the second platoon, which was & lready

snd took up positions to meet the onslaught,

reméining members of

Y m drove on but a determined stand by the
and killed and wounded

§tood the terrific onslaught by the eneumy
pany of the attacking force. The men of Company "A" gathered to
atteek if it took the last man, The

and, determined to breek the
g0 held and after the enemy was stopped he was less than thi

_position. The fight settled down to & battle from fox-hole
few remaining men of Company "A" held their ground and began
The men although

w soms of the valuable ground thet was lost,
fatigued held their valusble objestive until help finally

: . showing digposition of troops cited, suprorting troops, enemy
Ml terrain featurss: Inolosed.
pRtimous hills with desp draws was the type of terrain.

%.urﬂu Excellent,

of our troops: Excellent,

er: Damp and cold with a dense fog over the ares, .

and date of action: From 0800, 23 Uctober 1844%To

27 October 1944,
‘men assigned and atteched to unmit eited who fook part

P

)d Men, 6 Officers, 4 attached l{diu. 7 attaghed from
-“/

attached from

oy
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A ‘ﬂllv "e", 337th Imfant

st » = 102 Bnifsted
- unit remdered Minnyr‘:n aid = e

2 Officers This
b -
by another groun of ene :“‘“ thay too were belng counter-
Company "K", 337th Infantry, - 110 Enlisted Man
i unit oould not come to Company "A's" w14 beoau se
1_, down by artillery and mortar fire,
6. a. Approximate strength of eneay.
% . Lt
o
© Ome (1) Battalion,

< Sy P
tri

L] "
of

be Character of enemy fire and observation:

~ Heavy comcentration of morter and

artillery fire, also intensive smal
arms fire, Enemy ohservetion practically nil, due to heavy !‘o: :
i’:..;".- 0. lm eneny inteation and ob jective:

%’5‘ LApoyiny

1141SSV104d

4
ar

The onomy's inmtentions wore to retake Mt,

| WREzAR0 (Hi11 421), Italy st
all cost, This Hill was the last commendi round bst o B
R B ne ¢ ween our forces

C,

g
S
3

Eﬂ‘ " 4, Losses suffered by enamyv;

The enemy lost approximately ome (1) and one half (1/2) Companies
of men,

I Bave persomal knowledge of the facts stated in this recommendatiom,

Proposed Citation:

~ Oompamy "A", 337th Infantry, §5th Divieion is eited for outstanding

.~ seoomplishments in ocomdat, During the period 0800, 25 Cotober 1944 to
1500, 27 October 1044 nmear Mt, MFzZANO (Hill 421), Italy,
"'ﬁ“ pany "A" cut off from all possible aid by ememy artillery end
' attacked on 27 Ootober 1944 at 1515 hours on M, NFZZANO,
)f & Battalion's strencth. Fighting pu::lq th:‘ few fa
irstrength Company repelled this attsok caused many
« These fighting men held their valuable objective, whiech was
gr befare the mich contested FO VALLEY, ‘held off a

1 firally
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2L, 4

Lt, Colonel, 337¢h Infantry
Commanding.

‘of Cagualties
of men hospitalized
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s 1st Ind.

N
BH INFARTRY, APO #85, U. S. Army, 6 Jenuary 1945.

ing General, 85th Iufantry Division, APO #85, U. S. Army.

O. W. HUGHES
Coiouel, 337th Infentry,

Commanding .

2nd Ind, AG=-22

8 85T INFANTRY DIVISION, APO 85, U.S.Army, 12 Jan 45.

}ﬁng General, Fifth Army, APC 7464, U, S, Army,

JOHN B, COULTER,
Ma jor General, U. S. Army,
Commanding.

DECL.ED s

NARA Date

6033
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4

3rd Ind.

10 Dot felt that the mction describded in the basic recommends

i”l__ with the high stendards set by the War Department for ::;::
o‘i,_,gvn. it 1s susgested thet the noteble performance of this unit
lzed by commendation or citation in genersl orders of your Divi-

comnand of Lieutenant Genersl TRUSCOIT:

(dn/I
v SO,
Colonel, A. G. D.,

Ad jutant Genersl.
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VARS, TH .
FLINE, HowMn
FOREST, .97 L,
GALGRE, 0 A,
GARCL A, ¥ 1¢
GRIGIN, 3°m 3o,
QaRpar, | .
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The fo.l wing 18 Hotler o .
sllletey Ben of Congony "\", B7th Infontey who Loo: ae
duriag the perdod fyom 20 Oetober 1044 %o 17 Jetob.r |

SIGNED LT STl MUN & Ubieb LK

AN
Jra “‘ -‘-3-3-8 )
_a.r- e 'u’ f‘l.ls ; (-.
BUSCET, SANUEL M,
DT Al ND, HESBEXT J,
DI "ulmﬁ.’ ‘-J-lh Ly
BSTES, GRANLES i, 3N,
FLINK, 1AM
GUOGIN, Josiw Jn,
JOHE ':ﬁ' VI D N,
LIVICX: » Vi #,
LY BD g M0 1 ™
RN, © 0
KERD, | X :
MT L0, i

iy, U BE Jd.
OG- 0 Ry 4 °
Sadr ..KI' J MlH J,
JOITE, YieER N

% 71 £y, GHAR

I_‘ ,

TRA0H
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'Jﬂlf, aur Uy
] i LG J,

ST Fick wiC

RN RIKY, LLsUKL
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ATTACH'I FROM COMPANY "D, 387TH INPAXTRY WISSIWD IW ACT

10N

WATSON, ERNEST F. T 31288263
EALAMASE, JOUN A, 867 56307163
BOYD, DORWIN R. §-8GT 37276583
MILLS, WILLIAM R, 8GT 51061171
EEFT, BILLY R, T 34801333
NEMBC, MICHFAL WT 39621216
MoCANN, HUGH E, F e 33794178
PYL.;-, RALFY C FFC X80 2080
WORSE, DAYTO PV 308634
BOLHES, UFRBELT & 367

CLINE, P R | I 4

pOTY, MOWATD ! FFC

WEISIZGER, MILLARD L PPC

VN [N Ag
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"L BEYTH 1MPANTY

, The foilovieg As & voster of Whe officers «nd on
were aksigaed or atteched to Compony "i®, 57 Ind .--.\.'-; sring
£l 25 Gotaber to T Vatober L8044 loecluslive Bubl wre mw i
to other organls ticne: =

PEIRIOLIA, ANTH
" yaARMEN, Ci1FY

AllEEsON, GYic
AVANE 270, daic
BALLIX, Giu)
BUCKLEX, Juik
PUSCAD, GANULL X,
m;’u--“-. ‘-;: = T.
COOFER, Tl 2,
MW‘D’ H 2. T J,.
BT FRANCIA, JOER .,
BOPRE, (MANLEE L, Jh,
nl.. Hi’;'-“:_ﬁ
GOOGIN, 3 55U a1,
3'.&!3:_“, e U N
LA, Ml
LEE, BAX L,
bm“u, FRANK ¥,
LIENDS, ATWTURO W,
m’iﬁl, C.-.i'... Ay
BILLER, Zail H,
NURLT, RAROLE T,
PARR, 005G &,
PETNDSCAAIT, & o0,
POWTIFY, RN
SADVESL, Ji SKT
M'.‘n. ‘IIL'_N e
TiXLon, “W.UE K,
TERRM L, ABUGL G, d3,
Timso, <L LA ¥,
SILLIANG, CalVIk W,
RADEXT A,
» HAFRED U,
‘m’ L P31 b 1 G.

AREAGNED Wi BoiiCo. 1T Gur ¥1 5T0n ININDS

* cl!.l#‘.'.?o lm' Bii 1T iy Y D Owd
BC BOWL L, WIMGLAE G vi &7 L0k
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HEADQUARTEL. FIFTH ARMY
A- P- 0- #4{}4’ Ul Sl Krm:y'

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS OF A B0ARLU OF OFFICLRS

*  Proceedings O f Officers which convened at Headquarters
Tifth irny, on ,! ﬁlﬂ?aﬁ%q ; :

.y Pursuant to psragraph 4, Special
Orders 353, Headquarters Fifth Arimy,i944. The scard considered the
recommendatlon of':

. S———— - 8 ki i

ORGANIZATION

S #q 1Y -...

pag
A sakJdal

__gt_ZIEPm A, 337th INFANTRY HEGIIENT
PRIPOSED ‘q.‘,f..-z_gu UNIT CITATION

B RECOMLEINDATIONS: The Board havin: coasidercd carefully the recommenda-
tion, certificaties and affidavits attacued to tane recommendation, recom-
mends

| SUSHAT JBJ,
: _._1- gadier Term _al Usa,
President.
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